


	
	
Confined Space Command Checklist

	


 
I. Phase I:  Scene Size-Up (Rapid Assessment of Patient Viability).
· Establish command.
· CP Location ________________________________________
· Immediate/initial Scene Safety and Size-Up.
· Establish Initial Control Zones:
· Hot:  150’ from the confined space access point.
· Warm:  150 – 200’ from the confined space access point.
· Cold (scene security perimeter:  > 200’ from the access pt.
· Deny entry to all non-rescue personnel.  Use the PD as required.
· Treat all confined spaces as permit required.  
· Initiate and maintain atmospheric monitoring.
· Secure a responsible party/witness: ________________________
· Refer to Entry Permit, Maps, Blue Prints, Layout if available.
· Refer to pre-incident plan if available.
· Victim location – distance from entry point.
· Assess structural integrity of the confined space.
· Attempt to make visual or verbal contact with the victim(s) from outside the confined space if safe to do so.
· Accomplish non-entry retrieval of the victim(s) if safe to do so.  
· HazMat / Mechanical / Electrical Hazards: ___________________ 
· SDS review if available.
· Accomplish a victim assessment and survivability profile:
· Number of victims inside the confined space: _____________
· Time victims(s) entered the confined space: ______________
· Last known well time: ________________________________
· Mechanism of injury: _________________________________
· Is operation a RESCUE:  O2 > 16.5% / toxin < IDLH?
· Is operation a RECOVERY:  O2 < 16.5 / Toxin > IDLH?
· Create a diagram of the Confined Space: ID all entry/exit points. 
· IAP / Weather (rain or rising water) / Sunset.
· Call for additional resources as required.
	· EMS / ALS
	· PD
	· DPW

	· Mutual Aid
	· HazMat Team
	·  NH DES



· Level II Staging Area: ___________________________________
· Consider mechanical ventilation & hazardous exit ports:
· Positive pressure (Supply) ventilation - best for furnishing breathable air.
· Negative pressure (Exhaust) ventilation - best for venting toxic atmosphere.  Use with caution in flammable atmosphere.    
· Push-Pull (Supply/Exhaust) – most effective. 
· Consider natural ventilation – open all access points.

II. Phase II:  Pre-Entry Operations.
· Initiate accountability system.
· Initiate the FD Confined Space Rescue Permit.
· Log atmospheric readings every 5 minutes or when a major change occurs. 
· Implement Lock-Out, Tag-Out procedures.
· Eliminate ignition sources if a flammable atmosphere is present.
· Continue/initiate mechanical and/or natural ventilation.
· Stop vehicular traffic.
· Move idling apparatus to a safe distance or park downwind.  
· Rope systems:  Lowering / Hauling / Tandem Prussic Belay?
· Intrinsically safe lighting (if required) or chemical light sticks.
· Assemble patient C-Collar, packaging devices (SKED, etc.) and victim respiratory protection (RIT Pak) as required. 
· Specify Entrant PPE: Brush Coat / SFPC (Turn Out Gear) / Gloves / SCBA or SAR / Helmet / Class III Harnesses / Tag Line.
· SAR Air Line Length. 
· Communications:
· Assign tactical channel (consider simplex option).
· Review OATH:
· O = Okay - one rope tug.
· A = Advance or give slack - two rope tugs.
· T = Take up slack/haul - three rope tugs. 
· H = Help - four rope tugs.
· Evacuation Signal.
· Establish REHAB.

III. Phase III:  Entry Operations.
· Complete FD Confined Space Rescue Entry Permit through “Entry Authorized”.
· Rescue Attendant: maintains visual observation / comm / monitors SAR or SCBA air with Rescue Entry Team. 
· Victim located, packaged, and extricated.  
· DECON victim and rescuers if required.
· Provide ALS treatment and transport as indicated.
· Complete FD Confined Space Rescue Entry Permit through “Entry Terminated”

IV. Phase IV:  Termination.
· PAR
· Formal REHAB for all entrants and others as required
· DECON personnel and equipment if required.
· Contact OSHA if required.
· Document as required.
· Final atmospheric readings. 
· Seal / Secure all entry points.
· Secure the scene / remove lock-out, tag-out as required.
· CISM debriefing if required. 
· Media Briefing and/or press release.
· Terminate Command.
· Complete and file FD Command Checklist, Confined Space Rescue Permit, & Atmospheric Monitoring Log.  Attach to NFIRS. 



