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Confined Space Rescue

Operating Guidelines

Merrimack Fire Rescue

Assessment

The Fire department must assume command at any facility or location within its jurisdiction and obtain the following information:

What type of space is this?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are there product storage hazards? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Locate and secure attendant or witness.
Name: ______________________________________ Phone No ______________________
Name: ______________________________________ Phone No ______________________

Name: ______________________________________ Phone No ______________________

Name: ______________________________________ Phone No ______________________

Name: ______________________________________ Phone No ______________________

Name: ______________________________________ Phone No ______________________

Determine the name, location and number of victims.


Number of Victims: 

Name: _________________________ Location: ____________________________________
Name: _________________________ Location: ____________________________________
Name: _________________________ Location: ____________________________________
Name: _________________________ Location: ____________________________________
Name: _________________________ Location: ____________________________________
Name: _________________________ Location: ____________________________________
· Obtain blueprints
· Maps
· Have on-scene company personnel draw a sketch of site.
Determine the mechanisms of entrapment or nature of illness/injury.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Make conscious decision                Rescue              Recovery

Determine number of entry points and locations.
Point #1: _________________________________ Point #2: ___________________________

Point #3: _________________________________ Point #4: ___________________________

Point #5: _________________________________ Point #6: ___________________________

Point #7: _________________________________ Point #8: ___________________________

Determine mechanical/electrical/chemical hazards

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Define:          Hot Zone,        Warm Zone        Cold zone
Personnel and Equipment

Ensure needed response of additional technical team members are needed.

· Medical Monitoring

· Manpower requirements

· A full technical rescue assignment
· Ensure adequate air supply, cascade system, additional air cylinders.

· Ensure sufficient rehab area is established.

· Ensure incident management and/or operations sector is established.

· Begin tactical worksheet

· Warm and Cold Zones

· Establish perimeters with tape and assign security.

· Ventilate area

· Ventilate the space/Continually monitor

· Open all additional openings to space

· Ensure fire control measures

· Do not allow ignition sources on site

· Entry Preparation

· Ensure LO/TO, blanking and bleeding is complete.

· Post non essential personnel at those areas tagged and blanked and blinded

· Ensure all personnel are who enter site are equipped with SABA

· Establish Back up team/RIT Team

Atmospheric Monitoring

· Atmospheric monitoring must remain continuous

· Monitor all levels of the space, High/Mid/Low

· Monitor for:

· Oxygen levels 19.5% - 23.5%

· Flammability – 10% of LEL

· Toxicity- any level that exceeds the PEL/TLV
· pH

· Radioactivity concerns

· All readings shall be recorded on the Atmospheric Monitoring Worksheet
· If unsafe readings are obtained, all entry team members must be removed.
· Determine evacuation signal in addition to radio communications

· Air monitoring group must keep the IC aware of current situations

· Conditions good

· Conditions remaining the same

· Conditions increasing, still acceptable

· Conditions decreasing

· Recommendation for evacuation
Entry

Once best entry method is established, teams shall begin entering space to perform specific operations within the space:

· Rescue
· Reconnaissance
· Recovery operations

Use a two-prong attack (if safe to do so) to reach the victim if location is known.

Each entry team member must be logged on tactical worksheet with times.

· On air,
· Time in the Confined Space
· When the victim(s) located
· All information provided from the Rescue Team including a diagram identifying their route within the space (moving straight and made a 90 degree turn to the left, traveled another 20 feet and made a 90 degree turn to the right, passed a “T” about 10 feet passed the last turn).

· etc.

· Teams shall be limited to specific time within the space.
· 30 minutes

· 45 minutes
· Each member exiting the space shall then be assigned to rehab

Once victim is located, establish the following:

· Is this a                 Rescue                  Recovery
· Can a SABA or SCBA be placed on victim?

· Can victim be easily moved to opening with equipment carried by team?

· Is an additional team needed to move victim?

Removal

When victim is attached to retrieval system and is being removed through the only opening you must:

· Place team members at egress side of opening

· Avoid being blocked in by the victim

· Ensure all lines are clear of victims path

· Ensure quick and smooth removal

· Removal plan should be communicated to all involved.

· C-Spine immobilization control

· Use a MA system if possible

Termination

· All entry points sealed and secured
· Complete all documentation and technical worksheet.

· Assist in investigation

· Conduct debriefings/CISD

NOTES
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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