MERRIMACK FIRE RESCUE
Confined Space Rescue

Size-up/assessment of Conditions
A. Approach assessment
1. Refer to pre-incident plan if available.
2. Contact building representative or witnesses’ As Soon As Possible.
3. Have exclusion zones been established?  If not do so.

B. Conditions assessment
1. Identify and secure the following:
a. Type and use of confined space.
b. Confined space entry permit (if available).

c. Potential hazards in space:

1) Water
2) Gas
3) Sewer
4) Electrical
5) Hazardous Materials

6) Other
d. Number of victims
e. ALL entry and exit points
f. Ability to lock out/tag out hazards
g. Initial air monitoring readings (flammable gas must be < 10% of LEL for entry, O2 range 19.5% to 23.5%).
2. Develop a victim survival profile (Rescue vs. Recovery).
C. Resource assessment
1. Identify special equipment needed:
a. Supplied Air Breathing Apparatus
b. Rope rescue equipment
c. Lighting
d. Victim packaging and extrication equipment
D. Consider notification of agencies for assistance
1. Public Works
2. Mutual Aid Fire Department
3. Police Department 
4. State Police 
5. NH Department of Environmental Service
6. Regional HazMat Team
Safety Considerations and Checklist
A. Do not initiate operations until lockout / tagout procedures have been implemented, as needed.
B. Mandatory for entry rescuers
1. SCBA / SABA
2. Taglines
3. Two (2) person teams
4. Rapid Intervention Team
C. Rescue Team Attendant (maintains tactical worksheet)
D. Deny entry or evacuate personnel if flammable reading is greater than 10% of LEL or O2 reading greater than 23.5%.  Mitigate atmospheric hazards prior to entry (i.e. ventilate)
E. Chemicals toxic by absorption require HazMat team mitigation
F. Initiate Personnel Accountability System
G. Incident Safety Officer required
H. Communications:
1. Provide tactical frequency for exclusive use of Rescue Team
2. Check and verify Rescue Group Supervisor communications with entry teams
Operational Guidelines
A. First In

1. Make arrival report to dispatch:

a. Confirm location (if necessary)
b. Situation found
c. Identify side alpha (if structure involved)
d. Assume command
e. Identify tactical radio frequency
2. Size up incident and make report to incoming units
3. Develop Action Plan and communicate
a. Risk / benefit analysis = Operational Mode (offensive/defensive)

b. Location of point of entry

c. General objectives:
1) Establish hazard / hot zone (use fire line tape for hot line).

2) Establish cold zone (direct LE to set security line).

3) Lock-out / tag-out hazards
4) Monitor atmosphere.

5) Initiate rescue operations

4. Make assignments (as necessary)
5. Transfer command (as necessary)

B. Duty / Chief Officer

1. Responding:

a. Request additional resources, as necessary:

1) DPW (monitoring, tripod, lighting)

2) Rescue Mutual Aid (Manchester)
3) Merrimack Police Department Staff Officer (Scene security)

4) Regional HazMat Team (air monitoring, product ID, patient Decon, forced air)

5) SAR (rope rescue, scene security)

2. Initial Operations:

a. Assume command (as necessary)
b. Size-up / assess conditions
c. Identify command post and level two staging area
d. Make initial assignments
1) Safety

2) Operations (Rescue Group Supervisor)

3) Rescue Team Attendant (RTA)
4) Entry Teams (2 if possible)
5) Rapid Intervention Team (RIT)
6) Air Monitoring
7) Air Supply
8) Equipment Technician
9) Site Security
e. Identify:

1) Type and use of confined space

2) Number of victims

3) ALL entry and exit points

4) Hazards (Water, Electrical, Sewer, Hydrogen Sulfide gas, LPG, Chemicals, etc)
f. Direct Rescue Group Supervisor to:

1) Assemble entry, backup and RIT crews

2) Assign RTA to monitor entry time for crews

3) Direct Air Monitoring to monitor atmosphere prior to entry (deny entry if LEL > 10% or O2 > 25%)

4) Ventilate, as necessary, prior to entry
g. Evaluate operations
h. Reassess risk / benefit
3. Extended Operations:
a. Expanded organizational structure (Div./Grps, SO)
b. Level 2 staging
c. Command staff ID system
d. Communications, Medical, Lighting, Air Supply plans
e. FG/Bldg. designation system, as needed
f. Food unit (contact Salvation Army)

g. Displace residents (Chaplain / Red Cross)

h. Provide for media.

4. Progress Reports:

a. “Atmosphere safe.”

b. “Victims located.”

c. “Patients extricated.”

d. “All patients transported.”
5. Demobilization based on assignment and arrival
C. Termination of Operations
1. Secure scene.
2. Secure hazard area upon completion of operations, and maintain security until hazard area responsibility is turned over to investigating authority
3. Notify dispatch that command is terminated
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